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Turgeniev writes his autobiography, or rather his explana-
tion of himself, his apologia, in a phrase of Bersenyev's—
'it seems to me that to put oneself in the second place is
the whole significance of life/ When Turgeniev wrote
that, love was in the foreground of his thought; it was of
love Bersenyev had been speaking; but the saying is a
universal one—or so I understand it," Narwitz added,
gazing before him. Slowly he turned his eyes on Lewis
and awaited his answer. But Lewis could not answer at
once. He felt that he had been engaged in this dialogue
before, long ago—perhaps in his own mind—and his
reply, when he spoke it, seemed to have been given him
by some prompter whom he was powerless to disregard.
"It seems to me that to discover what to put before
oneself, in the first place, is the whole problem of life," he
said.
"It seems so to you now. So it did to me—for years.
But it is not a problem that any man is under compulsion
to solve."
"An artist has his answer, I suppose," Lewis continued,
"and a saint. But most of us have none. We snatch at any
answer that comes—Freedom, Country, and now, in
Russia, Class. Is there any answer that endures except
Art and God?"
"Death is the answer," Nanvitz said. "No," he added
swiftly, "not in the sense in which men say stupidly that
'death is the answer to all things," meaning only that they
are tired of thought. When we are young children, we
know nothing of death. Then we become aware of it,
recognize it, fear it or conquer our fear of it, seeing it
always objectively as something outside ourselves, a final
pit perhaps, or a pit we shall climb out of, as some believe,
into another life. But there is another stage in the know-
ledge of death. A man who ceases to regard it as something
outside himself and, so to speak, draws it into his con-
sciousness and assimilates the idea of it is completely
changed. He is in all truth born again. He sees himself
now in a second place absolutely—not relatively to some-
thing else in the first place. What occupies the first place
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